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what next

After tough times downsized

SRI InternAtional is in the black
the research institute that gave us

the computer mouse is still busy
Inyenting th future

Photo courtesy SRI Iriternatonal

Purple-glowing discharge ofhydrogen atoms at SRI ter

national in Menlo Park is used to depositfilms ofpure di-

amond on the disk at the bottom. The rugged material can

lie usedfor applications in science industry and the military.

By MARION SOFTKY On this experi-
......

the turnaround. member of top management at the in-

ment and hun ___________ When Mr temationa consulting and technology

eep in basement of SRI dreds like it ride
______.

Cook resident consulting firm of Booz-Allen

International Jorge Luque SRI hopes for of Woodside and Hamilton came on as SRI new
and Wolfgang Jachman future of scientific

_______
founder of Ray- president and CEO

watch beam of hydrogen glow research to match ___________ chem Corp took SRI which is non profit also

purple inside shiny steel vacuum the successes ot
________________

over as chairman began spinning off new for-profit

chamber When they introduce the past 50 years ______ of the board and
companies that could build on its

methane which contains carbon Founded in CEO on Dec
technologies and benefit the parent

the discharge turns blue Dia 1946 as one ofthe 1993 Menlo
organization

mond is born nation first think Park second
The first in January 1994 was

The young scientists are studying tanks SRI has largest employer
Consulting SRIC which em-

the prcesses of converting carbon grown to be one had been posting
ploys top management consultants

atomsmtothinfilmsofdiamondthat of its largest re- losses. It lost

can be used for hard coatings on ma- search technology $16 million on
who tap SRI expertise to help

chine tools layers that can conduct andconsulting or-
Left Paul Cook of Woodside founder ofRaychem is lead-

$300 million in
re

ganizations.Ithas
ing the turnaround ofSRi International as chairman ofthe j92 nancial corporation. Were now on

dows to conduct infra-red radiation. host of technolo-
board ofdzrectors. Right. Dr. William Sommers is the new

somewhat better
our feet and doing very very well

Their research is sponsored by gies including the president and CEO of SRI International.
with $305 mu- Says Mr. Cook.

the federal Department of Defense computer mouse lion revenues
Since then more than 10 for-

which sees many uses for mater- invented by Doug Engelbart of prompted by cuts in defense spend- and $7. million loss. profit spinouts based on SRI tech-

ial that is so durable and can con- Atherton the first mobile robot ing and the recession SRI appears By 1995 revenues were up to $320 010gy have been established in

duct heat and some wavelengths of and the magnetic ink character sys-
to be turning around. Its smaller million following Mr. Cooks force- fields such as health care speech

light. They want to spur industry to tern on bank checks. leaner more focused and making flu intervention. Preliminary figures recognition telecommunications

make films better and faster says
But like lot of people turning small profit. All we need to do for 1996show SRI in the black with and advanced materials.

Dr. David Crosley director of the 50 SRI International has beenfac- now is get the place growing revenues of $327 million. With offices in England Switzer

Molecular Physics Laboratory at ing mid-life crisis. again says Paul Cook chaiiman of Major changes started three years land Japan and Korea SRI has

SRI in Menlo Park. After several years of red ink the board of directors who has led
ago. Dr. William F. Sornmers. Continued on next page
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Continued from previous age the haJI-ccnluiy mark. brought in $65 million and Bil1

projects in dozens of countries Mr. Cook caim to SRI in L48 Clinton was born.

around the world. SRI knows as its 4Sth eniplovee. Tlicr he de- The handful of business execu

more abOut the economics and sta- VCIOpCI tcChnOIOgy to strciigilicn tives who banded togetherwith Stan-

tistics of the chemical industry than materials by irradiaiing them ith ford to create the non-profit Stanford

any other organization in the high-energy electrons. and crcited Research Institute envisioned cen

world says Mr. Cook. SRFs mosi Famous spinoff iii I57. ter for technological innovation that
..

Meanwhile SRI has shrunk. Raychcii now Nienlu Parks could help boost business and in-

There was time in the 1980s when Iaiics1 employer. grew to jifl the dustry in the West. SRIs original

it employed 3500 people around Fortune SOt in 25 ycar. Mr. ink charter to promote and foster the

the world with 2500 in Menlo niircd Ls Ct in l9 au1i.r ihe application of science in the devel- ...

Park alone. Now there are 2700 coiiqaiy he Inindcd posteil its First opment of commerce trade and in-

employees worldwide and 1600 in year with billiOll in aiinuul dustry for the prosperity of

Menlo Park and its easy to park
uf spaec-agc tiiaicrials.. mankind remains its mission.

in front of the big headquarters
SRI founders did 50 years ago

building on Ravenswood Avenue. Years what has become synonymous with

Our whole focus is to concentrate Silicon Valley they recognized an

where were world class and phase
SRI \VLS IUfl1lLd lfl I14

opportunity recruited talented man-

out those things were not best at th. World was very diIkrcmt. \rId
agement and staff and got down to

Mr. Cook says. The undonejob is to
II was ovcr. the cIclronic the business of research discovery Photoby Eva Soos

make this place grow We have to Pi LIB ilk LI tilL INt and innovation says Dr Sommers

have critical mass to solve th NL1iOiis iiicetifli WUS I1LIl. has contributed at the ground uhhh1JJ irCliC to Boston on Jues

problems were addressing.
luIj made its ikhul in I.iris. level in helping to push forward ma-

says 1r. atti lrice ofMenlo Park director oj SRIs

Paul Cooks own example lends
SifI1 CkIFU COIlIUys aiinual crLJ uf

jor advances that are at the founda-
lechnology and Research Laboratory as she

weight to his efforts to renew SRI at LlricIs and cherries tion ofSilicon Valleys leadership.
delzoflstrates SRIs speech recognition program. She

Like the mouse e-mail networks asks by voice and over the phone for information on air-

computer graphics word-process-
line flights timetables and ticket prices. izswers appear

ing
collaborative computing the lfl%taflty on her computer screin

-1 predecessor to Internet Much of

-..---1 fri Spinoff launches
.. .-

at 1968 computer show in San Fran-

L_11_ ----
Liscocirewa voice of the future
way in converting computing from

Oki rto cou.1y of SRI rlkrTtic.n Ncw Ci.
iunches of punched cards fed to JIARION SOFIKY swerecl by comIutcr. You
mamframe computer to todays com- .. ..

The computer mouse at the heart ofAinerica 1oe
Lam pause

with thepersonal computer was tnviitcd by IEE tf
es

oPhuusiess
tO kIIOW IhL stok iluc t.en \orth tohi undLrstood

is accomp en cflsl1lartcl igg Cartons or says laboratory director laiu

bart ofAtherton at SRI znternatzonal inure thaii .Ovearx czc siu over the years is dizzying. Ithas lieilier Jciieral Micropulleys is Price of Menlo Park pausing

At left is Dr. Engelbarts wooden ver.swn at right uw developed new drugs and treatments
up or clown unnaturally between words.

streamlined version ofthe trusty pointer. for malaria perfected methods of
1tiankc to SRI International While the technology was dc.

ink-jet pnnting studied pollutants in C1ij P.irk getting stock veloped at SRT. the marketing is

the high aimosphere developed new lutcs is now as easy as dialing being handled by Nuance Coni

ways to understand what motivates -8K number and talking if munications for-profit spin-

consumers tobuy and worked on LI tre customer of the bw- off located on the SRI
campus.

numerous military technologies kerage house Charles Schwab. The two-year-old company. and

such as over-the-honzon radar.
Oii Schwabs Voiccbrnkcr others like it are part of non-

-.

SRI also drew winner m1987
can speak your account profit SRIs strategy to cash in

when General Electric gave it the number into the phone and tell on its new tcchnologies.

..

David Sarnoff Research Center in voice what kinds of SRI is world leader in the

...

Princeton N.J. which had devel- stock quotes you want. You long quest to develop computer
.... ....

oped color television when it be-
speak the name of the company programs that deal with the am

.. knged to RCA. Now it is leader and the voice gives you he value bigithies and slurring of Ian-

the race to high-defimtion televi- of the stock and whether its up guage as people actually speak it.

sion. The quality of the picture and
or down. No endless voice-mail Now that such progr.ims are here

the sound are different world from trecs no waiting on hold you and working Dr. Price speaks

... 1. ..

what you see today says Mr. Cook et an immediate response. And enthusiastically of other applica
Tt 11 ti

..
eing in movie eater jt easy to get help or verson Uons. Speech recognitLon tech-

..
All has not been easy at SRI. In

by asking aloud. nology can be used in education

_____
the 1960s the Vietnam War ha. Scliah duount so dfld trinslation sh.. is.. and to

brought anti-war demonstrators to tried Voicebroker. IBM and Gen- retrieve inftrmation from news

its gates protesting its defense ial l-ki..tiic orkttI finL But hroadcash It in hi.. ustd to

..... ork. In 1970 it separated from when said Consolidated Egg make voice print of peoples
Stanford and later took its present aLI1s got Consolidated Edi- speech to he used like finger-

__________________
name SRI International. It now

Micropulleys gave print for security to verify the

wholly owns its 66-acre campus me Gencral Microwave mum- identity of the speaker. Ii caii he

_________ hut is still making payments to bled name gave me Zycad. used for ordering prtducts or

PhctobyMaronSohy

Stanford Mr. Cook says. which was level at 19/32. for banking or for airline and

flie computer program that travel information. SRI is

Tk Tr nicate with disabled spacecraft. Whfther SRI allows Schwab customers all ready working with the Swedish

A.e ig AIISAII atop After years of disuse the dish
over the country to retrieve stock telephone company to employ

flC ut Stanfords local hills was refurlished and improved.
Fifty years of advanced research

quotes by voice over telephone. its technology in the Swedish

near l-lighway 2U is lie niost Now it iS iiiostly used for ic-
have given SRI vast wells of expe is the first of many such easyto- phone system.

visible bc .il syinhol of SRI In scaich and training iii radio-as
iience to apply to current problems use applications being developed This uecliimlogy vastly in-

ternational one of the worlds trorionjy in ccIitii1c1itn with
fields as diverse as health care and

at SRIs Speech Technology and creases your access to inlirma

ttJ research antI teclinolu in Stanlord t.inkersitv. IL IUCS
new drugs computer communica Research l.ahoraloiy SlAR in ion says lr. Price. Kfost of

stitutiiiiis. si_IIii satellitctraekiiw diit
flOfl with the deaf analyzing the tvlenlo lirk. Here scientists are frciv ele communicate and

Since 962 the 151ton ISO is also I1elIiin lii instruct
zone hole scenario planning for bicakitig down normal speech so share inlorinalion together is

foot radiotetescope has beeii inspirc high school sttknis. Royal Dutch Shell management it can he recoenized and an tIiouih talking.

si.aimning the skies for ciencc Just lust rliaiiksgivii. .ti strategies and consumer behavior.
_______________________________________________________________________________

LflI ileicrise. For It ars it the ilisli vtiiie intt LCUOil UlLI
Nevertheless the plunge in mili

liclpLl lLidy lie sttar wiiitl witlt liclpcd ii.. .tttarc titc tiIy spending associated with the Its new leaders installed after mercial development and moving

tli Pioiier spacecrati program.
NASAs Jars Global Sur of theCold War recession and former President James Tietjen was technology into the marketplace.

aiul oiiietiiiies helped flhilitl- launched Nti.
eneral tightening of government abruptly replaced in late 1993 Over the long run only new ways

spending hit it in the balance sheet. have focused on innovation corn- Continued on next page
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... ..

Caterers
forefront of new technology. Its than its ever been.

...

just as important as it ever was. Mr. Cook also remembers the

presents our Even as the military downsizes days when SRI was active in the

it is increasing the money it spends community and hopes to bring them
..... exclusive signat modem technology to support back. Noting it taken three years

bread
new mobile forces he says but to regain financial control of SRI

..

at more is being spent on develop- he says The community is very

ment and less on basic research. important to us and most of our

occac21a The Pentagon is strongly behind employees live here. Well be back

svi-iat nex new technology he adds. and much more active.

I.
Research and development is As the interview ends Mr. Cook

....

great auaition to
Continued from previous page not going away at all Mr. Cook turns and says You didnt ask me

.. your dinner table of thinking about the marketplace
continues enthusiastically. The how old am. Im 72. Ill stay with

can create and renew growth says
possibilities are enormous. The rate it few more years. Im determined

1-1/2 lb. loafavailabic in Dr. Sommers. oftechnical change today is greater its going to be success.

pesto onion and cheese One 25-year veteran of SRI

tomato mushroom and wonders if research has lost its

cheese
luster as the answer to societys g1wisI .1 Ii i11N

Freshly baked on the premises. needs. The need for research has IJ WV
$5.00

per
loaf changed research has got bad

Calluctodaytoplaceyourorder.
namehe suggests. for SII study

24-houradvance notice Mr. Cook acknowledges that re
is required. search has changed he denies it is

less important. Research mostly
SRI International is looking and obesity as well as alcohol

425 El Camino Real funded by the federal government
for twins from the Bay Area to and tobacco use.

CONTINENTAL Menlo Park
is the core business of SRI he pt1pate in study that will Key findings from previous

415 3224189 says. Its enabled usto be at the
shed light on the role thatgenet- stuthes include

ics and environment play in Obesity over the life span is

healthandhumanbehavior. determinedinpartbydif

Twins with their similar ferent genetic factors as

genetic makeup represent an people get older.

ideal way to study various Tobacco smoking is deter-

health and behavior issues and mined partly by genetic

_yl OAA4 Q_JLâ
____________

determine more exactly what factors some ofwhich may

-U-
influence genetic factors play also underlie alcohol use.

and what influence environ- Change in memory func

58 Chestnut St. Menlo Park 32 1-6878 mJ1 .4
mental factors may play said tion as adults age is influ

Gary Swan director of SRIs enced partly by genetic

Monday-Saturday to ...
Center for Health Sciences in factors in identical twins

Menlo Park. who were different in

Our chairs are here IJII To expand these studies SRI memory change blood

one of the worlds largest tech pressure appeared as sig
The long awaited container of our Ilimous

nology research and development nificant factor.

repro chairs has arrived. The ones tha institutes is forming Northern Bay Area twins and older

everyone agrees are unequaled for high
California Twins Registry. The interested in participating in the

Photo by Eva Soos new registry is designed to pro- Northern Calitorma Twins Reg
quahty at low pnce. The old tvontes an

Kiassen ofMenlo Park
vide better representation of eth- istry may contact the Registry

several new styles. Compare anywhere an
post-doctoralfellow at SRI

flj and gender diversity in twin hotline at -800-SRI TWINS.

then see these. Youll go no farther. Six
studies than previous registries They will receive survey ques

erna ona is uytng ze
which were based on veterans tionnaires and invitations to par-

century designs.They go fast so see them no chemistry that makes the
and therefore largely male. ticipate in studies at SRIs Menlo

from $395 ozone hole. Here shes test- Twin studies have provided Park headquarters. Twins se

ing how hydrochloric acid scientific insights into such is lected to participate will be given

diffuses through droplets of sues as diabetes heart disease stipend.

concentrated sulfuric acid. ________________________________________________________

Coffeehouse musical celebration forValentines Day

Bring your newest truest or presented last summer at the Por- ______
.. ______

oldest sweetheart to an evening tola.Valley church. Her day job is
________

________
of love songs performed in cof- music specialist for the Portola

_______

feehouse celebration of Valen- Valley School District. ______
______

tines Day on Friday and Saturday Instrumentalists accompanying

Feb. and at 730 in Lane Fam- Ms. Green in the celebration called
_____

ily Hall at Valley Presbyterian Tell Me the Truth about Love
Church Portola Valley. include two pianists bass player

_.

Performing artist Juliet Green and percussionist

will sing oldies such as Falling Coffee and desserts will be

In Love with Love as well as con catered by Ted and Margaret

sy temporary songs Meadowlark Brown. _______i1 and Love Changes Everything. The evening is benefit for the _________

Li Ms. Green has appeared in lead churchs Theatre Arts Ministry. For
________

P. IL roles in Peninsula musical theater reservations call Valley Presby

performed in Quilters at Valley terian Church office at 851-8282L Juliet Green has appeared in

ti
..

Presbyterian Church and directed $10 donation is requested. Child. leading roles in Peninsula

the music for The Music Man care is available musical theater

Sell it fast with Classified ad Call 854-0858 today
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